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Year Six recommended reading list 

• Below is a list of our recommended reads for Year Six. The children will be reading lots 

of brilliant books in school, but as always, reading at home is just as important, so if 

you are able to help your child read and enjoy some of these books, that would be 

great.  

• This is not an exhaustive list, there are hundreds of wonderful books recommended 

for this age group, all of which provide quality reading material, exposing children to 

various genres and levels according to their interest and reading ability. The following 

websites offers plenty of other recommended reads for each year group, so please 

take a moment to peruse them when you can:  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/ 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-primary-school-pupils/ 

• The Love reading website (https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/) has lots of 

downloadable reading resources and is free to join. You will be able to find most 

recommended reads on Amazon, but we also want to encourage you to make use of 

local Libraries, which are a brilliant but often underused resource for our children.  

• Many of the books on each list may be suitable for other year groups, so please feel 

free to branch out if this suit your child’s needs. 

• We have included both fiction and non-fictions books as part of the list. The non-

fiction books have been chosen because they are linked to the topics the children will 

be studying in school.  

• We hope this is a useful list and will help you and your child enjoy reading together! 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-primary-school-pupils/
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/


 

Fiction Books 

 

When Stars are Scattered 
By Victoria Jamieson & Omar Mohamed 
A heart-wrenching true story about life in a Kenyan refugee camp 
that will restore your faith in real-life happy endings. Omar and his 
brother Hassan, two Somali boys, have spent a long time in the 
Dadaab refugee camp. Separated from their mother, they are 
looked after by a friendly stranger. Life in the camp isn't always 
easy. The hunger is constant . . . but there's football to look forward 
to, and now there's a chance Omar will get to go to school . . .With 
a heart-wrenching fairytale ending.  

 

A Pocketful of Stars 
By Aisha Bushey 
Safiya and her mum have never seen eye to eye. Her mum doesn't 
understand Safiya's love of gaming and Safiya doesn't think they 
have anything in common. As Safiya struggles to fit in at school she 
wonders if her mum wishes she was more like her confident best 
friend Elle. But then her mum falls into a coma and, when Safiya 
waits by her bedside, she finds herself in a strange and magical 
world that looks a bit like one of her games. And there's a rebellious 
teenage girl, with a secret, who looks suspiciously familiar . . . 
A Pocketful of Stars is a story about family, friendship and finding 
out who you are . . . with a sprinkling of magic. 

 

Look Both Way 
By Jason Raynolds 
Parents, siblings, teachers, coaches, nosy neighbours, babysitters - 
there's not much of your day that isn't dictated by someone else. 
Unless you walk home from school - walkers have independence - 
those fifteen-minutes from school to home, completely 
unsupervised. What waits for them is the mischief of curiosity, allies 
and enemies, a taste of freedom, and plenty of humour. 

 

The Time of Green Magic 
By Hilary McKay 
Abi and her two step-brothers, Max and Louis, find that strange 
things happen when they are alone in their eerie, ivy-covered new 
house. Abi, reading alone, finds herself tumbling deep into books, 
while Louis summons a startling guest through his bedroom 
window. Even Max has started to see shapes in the shadows . . . 
Their busy parents see none of it - but Louis' secret visitor is growing 
too alarming to keep secret, and he finds he cannot manage 
without Max and Abi's help. Can they find out where the mysterious 
creature has come from - and how to get it back there? 



 

Turtle Boy 
By M. Evan Wolkenstein 
Twelve-year-old Will likes two things: turtles and the local nature 
reserve. Everything else is a nightmare, because Will has a facial 
difference that has earned him an unfortunate nickname. But when 
Will's Bar Mitzvah community service project introduces him to RJ, 
a boy who is confined to a hospital room, Will discovers they both 
have strength to lend the other and that life is too short to live in a 
shell.  

 

A Kind of Spark  
By Elle McNicoll 
This is the story of 11-year-old Addie as she campaigns for a 
memorial in memory of the witch trials that took place in her 
Scottish hometown. 
Addie knows there's more to the story of these 'witches', just like 
there is more to hers. Can Addie challenge how the people in her 
town see her, and her autism, and make her voice heard? A story 
about friendship, courage and self-belief. 

 

The Song from Somewhere Else 
By A.F. Harrold 
Frank doesn't know how to feel when Nick Underbridge rescues her 
from bullies one afternoon. No one likes Nick. He's big, he's weird 
and he smells - or so everyone in Frank's class thinks. And yet, 
there's something nice about Nick's house. There's strange music 
playing there, and it feels light and good and makes Frank feel 
happy for the first time in forever. But there's more to Nick, and to 
his house, than meets the eye, and soon Frank realises she isn't the 
only one keeping secrets. Or the only one who needs help! A 
poignant, darkly comic and deeply moving story about the power 
of the extraordinary, and finding friendship where you least expect 
it.  

 

The Boy who Flew 
By Fleur Hitchcock 
Athan Wilde dreams of flight. When his friend, Mr Chen, is 
murdered, Athan must rescue the flying machine they were 
building together and stop it falling into the wrong hands. But 
keeping the machine safe puts his family in terrible danger. What 
will Athan choose - flight or family? The Boy Who Flew is a thrilling, 
murderous tale set among the steep rooftops and slippery 
characters of Athan's intricately imagined world. 



 

The Same Inside  
By Liz Brownlee, Roger Stevens, Matt Goodfellow 
This is a sweet and thoughtful collection of poems about friendship, 
empathy and respect by three of the nation's best-loved poets, Liz 
Brownlee, Matt Goodfellow and Roger Stevens. 
These fifty poems deal sensitively with feelings, empathy, respect, 
courtesy, bullying, disability and responsibility. They are the perfect 
springboard to start conversations. 

 

 

Private Peaceful 
By Michael Morpurgo 

This classroom classic by award-winning Michael Morpurgo gives 
voice to a soldier on the battlefields of World War 1. This moving 
story explores the power of memories to provide hope in difficult 
situations, as well as wider themes of courage and justice. This 
edition also contains additional materials to explain the historical 
context of the story. 
 

Non-fiction Books 

 

The Story of World War One 
By Richard Brassey 

This is a colourfully illustrated non-fiction text that explains the 
history of the First World War to young readers. Packed with facts 
and clear explanations, this is an appealing and informative choice 
of book to support a World War 1 topic in the classroom. 
 
 
 

 

Frightful First World War 
By Terry Deary 

Part of the very popular Horrible Histories series, this book allows 
children to uncover all of the gory and foul facts about the First 
World War. This edition has been redesigned in 2016, giving a fresh 
appeal to a classroom classic. 
 

 

https://amzn.to/2P46fVg
https://amzn.to/2P46fVg

